1-Women’s Worlds: International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women: 

Conducted every three years on a different continent, Women’s Worlds seeks to connect academics, activists, and policy makers in their quest for gender research and interdisciplinary scholarship. Launched in 1995, the Worldwide Organization of Women’s Studies overseas the Congress and acts as the Congress site selection committee. Essential to the guiding principles and objectives of the Congress, The Solidarity Fund allows academics and activists from less wealthy countries and regions to participate fully in all Congress activities.

The First International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women: Women’s World’s: The New Scholarship was held at the University of Haifa in Israel in1982. In July of 2008, the Tenth International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women: New Frontiers: Dares and Advancements will be held at the University of Compultense of Madrid, Spain. The Eleventh International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women marks the first time that Canada has been asked to act as host of the Congress. 

2-Previous Women’s Worlds Conferences: 

Prior to the establishment of the Worldwide Organization of Women’s Studies, few consistent records of Congress attendance and expenditures were maintained. The recent adoption of post-Congress reports allows subsequent organizers to access a significant amount of data on past Congresses. 
Listed below is a snapshot of the past themes, attendance, and expenditures (where available).    

(1) 1981- The New Scholarship

Host: University of Haifa, Israel

Participants: 800

(2) 1984- Strategies and Empowerment 

Host: University of Groningen, the Netherlands

Participants: 800

(3) 1987- Visions and Revisions 

Host: Trinity College, Dublin Ireland

Participants: 3,400

(4) 1990- Realities and Choice

Host: Hunter College, New York City

Participants: 3,000

(5) 1993- Search, Participation, Change

Host: University of Costa Rica, San Jose

Participants: 1,000

(6) 1996- Think Global, Act Local

Host: University of Adelaide, Australia

Participants: 1,200 

(7) 1999- Genderations

Host: University of Tromso, Norway

Participants: 1,700 from 71 countries

Congress Presentations (panels/roundtables/sessions/keynote speakers): 1,200

Solidarity Fund Delegates: 83 

Expenditures: $1,249,750

(8) 2002- Gendered Worlds: Gains and Challenges

Host: Makerere University, Uganda 

Participants: 1,957 from 95 countries

Congress Presentations (panels/roundtables/sessions/keynote speakers): 1,200

Solidarity Fund Delegates: 734

Expenditures: $775, 925

(9) 2005- Embracing the Earth: East-West, North-South

Host: Ewha University, Seoul Korea 

Participants: 2,300 from 75 countries

Expenditures: (Post-Congress Report currently being compiled)

Exhibitions: 340

Staff & Volunteers: 365

Presentation Proposals: 2,100

Congress Presentations: 1,700

(10) 2008- Moving Forward: Migrations and Dislocations 

Host: University Complutense of Madrid, Spain

Expected Participants: 3,000

Projected Expenditures: $3,451,870



3-2011 Conference Theme, Challenges and Objectives: 

As the principal theme of Women’s Worlds 2011, the preliminary Ottawa Program Committee has proposed a focus on “Living in a Globalized World: Inclusions, Exclusions and Seclusions”. 

Processes of globalization have at one and the same time reshaped and re-ordered territorial and discursive borders between and within nation states. These processes - whether economic, cultural or political – undermine conventional understandings of inclusion, exclusion, and difference, which mark populations and thus raise questions about citizenship, nation, and other social identifications. While nation states produce citizens who are gendered, racialized and classed, these processes of identity construction are shaped by unequal histories and the asymmetrical positioning of nations within a global system. Moreover, globalization has fostered a series of responses – most notably, neo-liberal, nationalist, and religious – that have resulted in the erosion of citizenship for diversely situated women, and have often imposed renewed patriarchal constraints, for instance on women’s body rights or presence in the public sphere.

4-2011 Conference Dates and Location:
“Living in a Globalized World: Inclusions, Exclusions, and Seclusions” will be held over the course of 5-6 days in June of 2011. Conference organizers have been able to secure the full cooperation of Carleton University, the University of Ottawa and the Université du Québec en Outaouais. While most of the Conference proceedings will be held at Carleton University and the University of Ottawa, the Université du Québec en Outaouais will provide participants with opportunities to visit, experience, and stay in a French Canadian academic and social environment.  

5-Projected 2011 Attendance:

In line with the average attendance of previous Congresses, it is expected that Women’s Worlds 2011 will draw approximately 3,000 participants. In keeping with the spirit of past Congresses, a foremost objective of Women’s Worlds 2011 would be to ensure that the principles of inclusion and accessibility underlie the ongoing organization of the Congress. 

To this end organizers aim to maximize the number of participants able to attend with the assistance of the Solidarity Fund.  
6- Official(s) with Signing Authority

Rianne Mahon, Chancellor's Professor, Institute of Political Economy, Carleton University

L. Pauline Rankin, Associate Professor and Director School of Canadian Studies, Carleton University 
7-Organizational Structure of the Conference:

7a. Local Organizing Committee made up of representatives from three Ottawa area Sub-Committees (see below) and the Conference Chair: Rianne Mahon, Chancellor's Professor Institute of Political Economy, Carleton University  

Terms of reference include:

( To see to all preparations for the conference;

( To support the work of the other committees and arrange for cooperation between them;

( To approve the operating budget and oversee expenditures;


7b. Program Sub-Committee
Terms of reference:

(To identify speakers for the conference program;

( To review the papers submitted by delegates and decide which will be accepted for oral presentation;

( To develop a program for the conference that meets the highest standards;

( To review scholarship applications from developing countries and select recipients, as funds are made available by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA);

Members to Date:
Pauline Rankin, Associate Professor and Director School of Canadian Studies, Carleton University 
Denise Spitzer, Associate Professor, Institute of Women’s Studies, University of Ottawa, Canada Research Chair in Gender, Migration and Health, University of Ottawa
Dominique Masson, Professeur Agrégée, Institut d’études des femmes, Département de Sociologie, Université d’Ottawa  
Virginia Caputo, Associate Professor and Director Pauline Jewett Institute of Women's Studies, Carleton University
Fantu Melesse, Research Coordinator, City for All Women Initiative (CAWI)
Eva Rathgeber, International Development Consultant, Joint Chair in Women’s Studies: University of Ottawa and Carleton University (2002-2006), Founder and Director of Gender and Development Program at the International Development Research
7c. Finance Sub-Committee 
Terms of reference: 

(   To establish and revise operating budget and expenditures

(   To actively identify sponsors and solicit sponsorships
(   To establish necessary legal standing of group to enable recognition as a legal entity capable of entering into financial negotiations and contracts 

Members to Date:

Kate McInturff, Assistant Professor, Institute of Women's Studies and Department of English

University of Ottawa

Chris Gabriel, Assistant Professor, Pauline Jewett Institute of Women's Studies and Department of Political Science, Carleton University
Susan Phillips, Director and Professor, School of Public Policy and Administration, Carleton 
Melissa Hausmann, Associate Professor, Political Science, Carleton University 

Zeynep Karman, Director Research Directorate, Status of Women Canada

7d. Networking Sub-Committee

Terms of Reference:

( To expand as necessary Ottawa-area Sub-Committees
( To liaise on a regular basis with members of the Pan-Canadian Advisory Committee 
( To ensure wide distribution of communications associated with the planning of the conference;

( To set up a network of services to support journalists and media covering the conference;

Members to Date:

Eileen Saunders, Associate Professor, School of Journalism and Communication, Carleton University  

Denyse Cote, Full Professor, Département de travail social et des sciences sociales, Director of l’OREGAND (Observatoire sur les développement régional et l’analyse différenciée selon les sexes), Université du Québec en Outaouais
Caroline Andrew, Director, Centre on Governance, University of Ottawa
Jennie Abel, Director, Institute of Women's Studies, University of Ottawa
Sheryl Hamilton, Associate Professor Department of Law and School of Journalism and Communication, Carleton University; Canada Research Chair in Communication, Law and Governance, Carleton University 
7e. Pan-Canadian Advisory Board will be composed of Academics and Non-Governmental Organization Staff across Canada. Focus in assembling this board has been on achieving regional and disciplinary balance. This board attempts to draw the analysis and expertise from interested participants across the country.

Terms of Reference:

( Board will be asked to maintain an open dialogue with local Ottawa organizers, offer comment at significant junctures in the planning process particularly with respect to the Conference Theme and Program, and to consider assuming a larger role in one or more Congress plenary and paper presentation sessions.  

Members to Date:

Janine Brodie, Professor of Political Science; Canada Research Chair in Political Economy and Social Governance, University of Alberta 

Marjorie Cohen, Chair of Women Studies and Professor of Political Science, Simon Fraser University  

Christine Corbeil, Professor, School of Social Work, Université du Quebec a Montreal  

June Corman, Professor, Department of Sociology, Brock University  
Gillian Creese, Professor, Department of Sociology, University of British Colombia 
Huguette Dagenais, Professor, Department of Anthropology, Université Laval  

Francine Descarries, Professor, Department of Sociology, Université du Quebec a Montreal  
Beverly Diamond, Professor and Canada Research Chair in Traditional Music, Memorial University of Newfoundland  

Louise Langevin, Professor, Department of Education, Université du Quebec a Montreal  
Isabelle Lehuu, Professor, Department of History, Université du Quebec a Montreal  
Meg Luxton, Professor of Sociology and Social and Political Thought, Department of Women’s Studies, York University 
Martha MacDonald, Professor, Department of Economics, Saint Mary’s University  

Marilyn Porter, University Research Professor and Professor of Sociology, Memorial University of Newfoundland 
Wendy Robbins, Professor, Department of English, University of New Brunswick  

Marie-Andre Roy, Director, Institute of Feminist Studies and Research, Université du Quebec a Montreal  
Leah Vosko, Associate Professor, School of Social Sciences (Political Science), York University 
Sandra Witworth, Professor, Department of Political Science and Women’s Studies, York University  

8- International Organizations Associated with the Event (TBA)

Worldwide Organization of Women’s Studies (WOWS) 

9-Tentative Organizing Schedule:

March 2007

Final Confirmation of Committee Members 

May 2008

Opening of conference website

June 2008                    Publication of program theme and opening of registrations (at 

Reduced rates) in time to distribute at the 2008 Madrid Conference

November 2010          Receipt of conference papers and Solidarity Fund applications

February 2011

Deadline for reduced-rate registrations

May 2011

Publication of final program

June 2011

11th International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women
10-Projected Expenditure:

The organizers are presently receiving bids from various subcontractors with a view to drawing up a realistic operating budget. A preliminary estimate indicates that total expenditure will be approximately $3,000,000 (CDN). 

11-A Bilingual Conference: 

In keeping with the international character of the Conference, English and French will be the two official languages of the Conference.  Plenaries will be interpreted in these two languages.  It is hoped that this bilingual approach will encourage the participation of numerous French-speaking participants from Europe and West Africa and consequently increase the quality and quantity of information available in French in Quebec and French-speaking countries.

12-Student Participation:

The organizers also intend to recruit large numbers of students from local universities and involve them in conference activities. They will work as volunteers during the Conference. This will give them an exceptional opportunity to network and enable them to experience an international conference first hand.
13-Additional Women’s Worlds Resources: 

Worldwide Organization for Women’s Studies (Women’s Worlds Congress Site Selection Committee) http://www.ww05.org/wows  

Women’s Worlds 1999: University of Tromso, Norway “Genderations”  

http://www.skk.uit.no/WW99/ww99.html 

Women’s Worlds 2002: Makerere University, Uganda “Gendered Worlds Gains and Challenges”
http://www.makerere.ac.ug/womenstudies/congress.html 

Women’s Worlds 2005: Ewha University, Korea “Embracing the Earth: East-West, North-South” 

http://www.ww05.org  

Women’s Worlds 2008: University Complutense of Madrid, Spain “New Frontiers: Dares and Advancements” http://www.mmww08.org 
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