August 2007

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing you on behalf of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) of the Women’s Worlds Congress 2011. 

Women’s Worlds Congresses, held every three years on a different continent, seek to connect academics, activists, and policy makers around their common interest in gender research and interdisciplinary scholarship. Recent Congresses have been held in Korea (2005), Uganda (2002), Norway (1999), and Australia (1996) and drew between 2,000 and 3,000 participants. Past Congress themes have included Embracing the Earth: East-West North-South (Korea), Gendered Worlds: Gains and Challenges (Uganda), Genderations (Norway) and Think Global, Act Local (Australia). These have been very exciting and energized gatherings. In addition to their diverse array of daily sessions and plenaries, they have included cultural events and exhibitions, book fairs, city/state tours, art shows, and film and documentary showings/debuts.        
In June of 2011, the 11th Women’s Worlds Congress will be held in Ottawa, hosted jointly by Carleton, the University of Ottawa and the Université du Quebec en Outaouais. We are writing to let you know that the planning for Women’s Worlds 2011 is underway with great enthusiasm in Ottawa. The theme of the 2011 Congress is Living in a Globalized World: Inclusions, Exclusions, and Seclusions. Daily plenaries for the 2011 Congress will be delivered in English and French and designated daily sessions will be featured in French and/or Spanish only. Attached is a Short Proposal we have drawn up which provides a more detailed overview of Women’s Worlds 2011 as well as a further elaboration of the theme that we are currently working with/on.
Next year, Women’s Worlds 2008 will be held in Madrid, Spain organized around the theme Equality: No Utopia: New Frontiers: Dares and Advancements. Attached to this e-mail is the formal invitation for proposals circulated by Madrid’s Congress Coordinator, Theresa Langle de Paz. The Local Organizing Committee for Women’s Worlds 2011 would very much like to encourage Canadian activist and academic involvement in Madrid’s Women’s Worlds 2008 in the lead-up to Women’s Worlds 2011 in Ottawa. 
We also plan to organize a series of presentation panels to highlight different aspects of our 2011 theme Living in a Globalized World: Inclusions, Exclusions, and Seclusions. If you would like more information on panel submissions we are currently preparing and/or are interested in participating on one of these panels, please contact us at ww2011@carleton.ca 

Lastly, if you would like more information about Women’s Worlds 2011 please do not hesitate to contact us.  
Thank-you, 

Erika Shea

Research Assistant

Women’s Worlds 2011

Carleton University 

ww2011@carleton.ca     
